A Micro-Organism Which Apparently Has a Specific Relationship to Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever
H. T. RICKETTS T his paper by Howard T. Ricketts (1871 Ricketts ( -1910 , at the time of publication (1909) a pathologist at the University of Chicago, described for the first time an organism that we now call a rickettsia in his honor. In an earlier publication, Ricketts had already pointed out the importance of rodent ticks (Dermacentor andersoni) in the transmission of Rocky Mountain spotted fever. He was careful enough to claim that there was "apparently . . . a specific relationship" between the short bacilli staining with Giemsa and those found in the blood of animals and humans with Rocky Mountain spotted fever, although he was also able to agglutinate the bacilli with serum of infected guinea pigs. The final proof of the causative role of Rickettsia rickettsii was provided by S. B. Wolbach a decade later (J. Med. Res. 41:2-197, 1919).
In 1910, Ricketts went to Mexico to investigate epidemics of typhus. He recognized the similarity of the agents of this disease and Rocky Mountain spotted fever, but unfortunately he infected himself and died within 2 weeks. On a proposal of da Rocha-Lima, the agent of typhus was named Rickettsia prowazekii, recognizing the role of two microbiologists who died from the disease. Today we know of quite a few other rickettsial diseases and species, but the main threat in the United States remains that from Rocky Mountain spotted fever, which has, however, shifted its geographical center from the Rocky Mountain states to the South Atlantic and western SouthCentral regions.
ALEXANDER 
Diagnostic Microbiology and Epidemiology 9

